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The  following  case  of  miliary  papular  syphilis  is  of 
interest  on  account  of  its  very  close  resemblance  to  the 
papular  stage  of  pityriasis  rubra  pilaris.  When  seen  in 


A case  of  miliary  papular  syphilis  in  which  the  eruption  simu- 
lated pityriasis  rubra  pilaris. 


August,  1908,  at  the  Vanderbilt  Clinic,  the  patient,  a 
widow  of  30,  presented  a general  eruption  of  the  face, 
trunk  and  extremities.  This  consisted,  for  the  most 
part,  of  small,  conical,  pin-head  papules,  capped  with 


horny  scales.  There  was  no  tendency  for  the  lesions  to 
become  continent  and  there  were  no  signs  of  itching. 
On  the  face  there  were  erythematous  and  scaly  lesions 
that  might  have  occurred  with  either  of  the  diseases  in 
question.  There  was  no  history  of  any  genital  sore,  no 
glandular  enlargement  and  no  lesions  of  the  mouth. 
The  palms  were  thickened  and  scaly,  but  did  not  pre- 
sent the  appearance  characteristic  of  the  early  palmar 
syphilide.  While  the  eruption  simulated  a pityriasis 
rubra  pilaris  very  closely,  it  was  noticed  that  there  was 
a slight  tendency  of  the  papules  to  follicular  grouping 
so  characteristic  of  miliary  papular  syphilide.  Further, 
the  appearance  of  the  backs  of  the  phalanges  generally 
noted  in  pityriasis  rubra  pilaris  was  absent. 

When  the  case  was  first  seen  I had  not  begun  to 
work  with  the  Wassermann  test,  and  a clinical  diag- 
nosis alone  was  possible.  To  show  the  great  difficulty  in 
diagnosis  it  may  be  said  that  a distinguished  derma- 
tologist of  the  city  pronounced  the  case  to  be  unques- 
tionably one  of  pityriasis  rubra  pilaris.  The  patient 
was  kept  under  observation  for  two  weeks,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  lesions  began  to  show  a tendency  to  be- 
come papulosquamous,  and  she  was  then  put  on  anti- 
syphilitic  treatment;  within  a month  the  greater  part 
of  the  eruption  had  disappeared.  The  patient  then  be- 
came somewhat  irregular  in  attendance  at  the  clinic, 
and  a few  weeks  later  developed  a rather  severe  iritis. 
For  the  privilege  of  reporting  this  case  \ am  indebted 
to  Dr.  George  T.  Jackson. 
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